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“This home has many historical 
references, yet it’s modern. An 

elegant and relaxing sensibility is so 
important for a weekend house.”

–Interior designer James “Ford” Huniford

KEEP ’EM 
GUESTING 
Discover the design 
process behind this 
Southampton guest 
house, with interiors  
by James Huniford,  
on the following page.



PROFILE

James Huniford, or Ford, as he’s known, 
lopes around his client’s property with casual 
assurance. His attire—Birkenstocks and a 
fitted T-shirt and shorts—is that of a veteran 
of summer at its peak, one who rolls around 
town in a blue Land Rover Defender with its 
top down, and one who, in his natural habitat, 
designs homes that capitalize on clear skies and 
subtle breezes as if without effort.
 His humble pride is a good match for the 
pair of diminutive buildings he has designed on 
this Southampton lawn, which slopes toward 
Agawam Lake and the Bathing Corp. beyond 
from a large cedar-shingled house with pitched 
gables that dates back to 1882. Hidden at the 
end of a serpentine lane hemmed in by privet 
hedgerows, the guesthouse and pool house were 
finished in the fall of 2015 after six months of 
design and construction. Both exhibit Huniford’s 
knack for unfussy interiors in soothing colors 
speckled with repurposed artifacts.

 The guesthouse features a portico and 
front door that bring to mind the unassuming 
entrance to the kitchen of a big house where 
corn was shucked or potatoes peeled. Inside, its 
vaulted ceiling and walls are clad in a crisp white 
beadboard. The completeness of the space—
countertop hot plate, refrigerator, walk-in shower 
and a side patio shaded by a wisteria-covered 
pergola—challenges its visitor to want for  
anything else. 
 “It’s all about simplicity,” Huniford says, 
gesturing toward cornflower-blue draperies that are 
made from what he says looks like a men’s shirting 
fabric. Together with a cheery, herringbone-
patterned headboard, it refers to the sky and water.
 In the pool house, a dusty lavender palette 
lends the room a gentle ambiance while reclaimed 
planks finished in what he calls a “painterly style” 
give the interiors a breezy feel. A central seating 
area is flanked by a daybed on one side and on the 
other, a kitchen with pull-out refrigerator doors 

installed under a bluestone countertop with a 
matching sink. Outside, a pool and patio provide 
ample space for languishing or dining.
  Objects and art that reveal his interests—or 
his inventiveness—are everywhere on display. A 
giant sifter he found in Indiana is now a piece of art 
on a wall; a bureau features drawer pulls decorated 
with miniature compasses; elbow pipes once used 
for plumbing have been converted into hooks 
for towels and bathrobes; vintage nautical maps 
abound; and centered above the fireplace in the 
pool house is a montage of historical photographs 
featuring divers in bathing caps and tank suits.   
 Toward the end of the tour of the 3.5-acre 
property, the breeze rustles the marsh grasses on 
the edge of the pond and halyards clank against a 
flag pole, which flies banners that pay homage to 
military heroes.
 “Isn’t it great?” asks the self-taught designer, 
once listed on the Architectural Digest Top 100. 
 Yes, it is. huniford.com

Interior and furniture designer James “Ford” Huniford’s casual American 
style is on full display in a recent project, a soothing Southampton pool house 

and guesthouse where intricate details add up to a relaxing retreat.

by Suzanne Gannon  //  photography by Ryan Moore

PIECE BY PIECE

ESCAPE FROM  
IT ALL Clockwise 
from far left: The 
interior of the pool 
house is covered in 
reclaimed planks  
all the way up to  
its vaulted ceiling; 
designer James 
Huniford; a view  
of the pool house 
from outside.
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